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ABSTRACT 



During World War II, a close friendship and excellent 
working relations developed between President Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) and 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill that were crucial in the establishment of a 
unified effort to deal with the Axis powers. In early 1941, FDR began the 
long-term correspondence that developed into a close working friendship with 
Churchill. This working relationship was highlighted by many joint 
appearances and agreements that not only addressed the immediate needs of the 
Allies but also the planning for a successful peace following victory. This 
lesson uses five primary source documents from this wartime period when the 
two leaders acted together to agree on war aims and to conceptualize a vision 
for the future. The lesson relates to the powers and duties of the president 
as defined in Article II, Section 2, of the Constitution. It also relates to 
the function of government and foreign policy in time of national crisis 
(war) . The lesson correlates to the National History Standards and to the 
National Standards for Civics and Government. It presents historical 
background for this period and suggests diverse teaching activities for 
classroom implementation, including placing the documents in historical 
context, document analysis, writing activity, Venn diagram: compare/contrast, 
and a document -based question. Appended are a written document analysis 
worksheet and the primary source documents. (BT) 
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Constitutional Connection 

The lesson relates to the powers and duties of the president as defined in Article II, 
Section 2 , of the Constitution. It also relates to the function of government and foreign 
policy in time of national crisis (war). 

This lesson correlates to the National History Standards. 

Era 8 -The Great Depression and World War II (1929-1945). 

• Standard 3A -Demonstrate imderstanding of the international backgroimd of 
World War H. 

This lesson correlates to the National Standards for Civics and 
Government. 

Standard IV.C.2. -Explain the effects on the United States of significant world political 
developments. 

Cross-curricular Connections 
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Share this exercise with your history, government, and language arts colleagues. 



List of Documents 



1. Table listing the major conferences of World War II . 

2. Franklin D. Roosevelt and Winston Churchill Christmas Eve greeting from the White 
House, December 24, 1941. (page 1) , (page 2) , (page 3) , (page 4) , (page 5) 

3. Remarks of President Roosevelt and Her Majesty Wilhelmina, Queen of the 
Netherlands, broadcast nationally at the Washington Navy Yard on the occasion of the 
transfer of a ship under the Lend-Lease Act, August 6, 1942. (page 1) , (page 2) , (page 3) 

4. The Atlantic Charter , August 14, 1941. 

5. Transcript of President Woodrow Wilson's Fourteen Points speech, January 8, 1918. 
Also available from the University of San Diego's Web site at 
http://ac.acusd.edu/History/text/ww 1 /fourteenpoints.html. 

Historical Background 

A close friendship and the excellent working relations that developed between U.S. 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill were 
crucial in the establishment of a unified effort to deal with the Axis powers. This working 
relationship was highlighted by many joint appearances and agreements that not only 
addressed the immediate needs of the Allies but also the planning for a successful peace 
following victory. 

In late December 1941, shortly after entry of the United States into World War II, 
Churchill met in Washington, D.C., with Roosevelt in what became known as the First 
Washington Conference, code name "Arcadia." The conference placed first priority on 
the Atlantic theater and the defeat of Germany and Italy. On December 24, 1941, 
Roosevelt and Churchill delivered Christmas greetings to the nation and the world from 
the South Portico of the White House during the lighting of the National Community 
Christmas Tree. FDR closed his short message with the following passage, "And so I am 
asking my associate, [and] my old and good fiiend, to say a word to the people of 
America, old and young, tonight, — Winston Churchill, Prime Minister of Great Britain." 
These words clearly describe the relationship that these two leaders of the "Free World" 
had struck. 

FDR had begun the long-term correspondence that developed into a close working 
fiiendship with Winston Churchill in early 1940 while Churchill was still first lord of the 
admiralty. The initial interaction was to encourage a neutral America to take a more 
active anti-Axis role. 

In July 1940 newly elected Prime Minister Churchill requested help from FDR, after 
Britain had sustained the loss of 1 1 destroyers to the German Navy over a 10-day period. 
Roosevelt responded by exchanging 50 destroyers for 99- year leases on British bases in 
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the Caribbean and Newfoundland. A major foreign policy debate erupted over whether 
the United States should aid Great Britain or maintain strict neutrality. 

In the 1940 presidental election campaign Roosevelt promised to keep America out of the 
war. He stated, "I have said this before, but I shall say it again and again and again; your 
boys are not going to be sent into any foreign wars." Nevertheless, FDR wanted to 
support Britain and believed the United States should serve as a "great arsenal of 
democracy." Churchill pleaded "Give us the tools and we'll finish the job." In January 
1941, following up on his campaign pledge and the prime minister's appeal for arms, 
Roosevelt proposed to Congress a new military aid bill. 

The plan was to "lend-lease or otherwise dispose of arms" and other supplies needed by 
any country whose security was vital to the defense of the United States. This Lend- 
Lease Act, proposed by FDR in January 1941 and passed by Congress in March, went a 
long way toward solving the concerns of both Great Britain's desperate need for supplies 
and America's desire to appear neutral. Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson told the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee during the debate over lend-lease, "We are buying . 

. . not lending. We are buying our own security while we prepare. By our delay during 
the past six years, while Germany was preparing, we find ourselves unprepared and 
unarmed, facing a thoroughly prepared and armed potential enemy." 

In August 1941, Roosevelt and Churchill met for the first of nine face-to-face 
conferences during the war. The four-day meeting aboard a ship anchored off the coast of 
Newfoundland at Argentia Bay was devoted to an agreement on war aims and a vision 
for the futme. The document created at this meeting was the The Atlantic Charter , an 
agreement on war aims between besieged Great Britain and the neutral United States. The 
charter set forth the concepts of self-determination, end to colonialism, fi*eedom of the 
seas, and the improvement of living and working conditions for all people. Many of the 
ideas were similar to those proposed by Wilson's Fourteen Points , but not accepted by 
our allies at the Versailles Conference at the close of World War I. 

From 1941 when they first met until FDR's death in 1945, Roosevelt and Churchill 
sustained a close personal and professional relationship. Playwright Robert Sherwood 
later wrote, "It would be an exaggeration to say that Roosevelt and Churchill became 
chums at this conference. . . . They established an easy intimacy, a joking informality and 
moratorium on pomposity and cant, — and also a degree of fi*ankness in intercourse 
which, if not quite complete, was remarkably close to it." Roosevelt cabled Churchill 
after the meeting, "It is fun to be in the same decade with you." Churchill later wrote, "I 
felt I was in contact with a very great man who was also a warm-hearted fiiend and the 
foremost champion of the high causes which we served." 

Two of the documents featured in this lesson, the typewritten drafts of Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt and Winston Churchill's Christmas Eve greeting from the White House in 
Washington, D.C., on December 24, 1941, and the remarks of the president and Queen 
Wilhelmina of the Netherlands are housed at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library in Hyde 
Park, NY. 




Resources 



Kimball, Warren. Forged in War: Roosevelt, Churchill and the Second World War. New 
York: William Morrow & Co., 1997. 

Teaching Activities 

Placing the Documents in Historical Context 

1. As a homework assignment, direct students to read and gather facts from their 
textbooks on the political careers of President Franklin D. Roosevelt and Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill. The focus of these notes will be from the period prior to and during 
World War II, especially focusing on their cooperative efforts in directing their nations' 
war efforts. Divide the class into half and assign one group to gather 10 facts about FDR 
and the other half to gather 10 facts about Churchill. On the board, compile that facts 
gathered in two separate columns. 

2. Photocopy and distribute copies of the chart (Document 1) to the class. Direct students 
to highlight on the chart in which conferences both Roosevelt and Churchill were 
participants. Lead a class discussion about the major decisions made at each of these 
highlighted conferences relative to the outcome of World War II. 

Document Analysis 

3. Photocopy and distribute Document 2. Instruct the students to examine the document 
and complete a Written Document Analysis Worksheet. Lead a class discussion about the 
results of the document analysis and ask the following questions. What reasons did FDR 
and Churchill each give for the importance of celebrating Christmas and lighting the tree 
during the dark days of the war? What references do each of the speakers make 
concerning their common enemy? What references do each make concerning the other 
speaker? Is there evidence that a close friendship is developing? What focus is placed on 
the children in their messages? 

Writing Activity 

4. Inform the students that even before Roosevelt and Churchill met in person, they made 
important agreements. One of these led to the Lend-Lease Act in early 1941. This 
agreement helped to solve an immediate need for supplies for Britain and our other futiue 
allies. As Germany took over country after country in Europe and Japan expanded its 
territory in the Far East, public opinion in the United States began to reflect isolation less 
and less and to the horrors of these conquests more. In 1939, the United States passed 
legislation with provisions that favored the Allies, allowing the sale of arms and 
munitions on a "cash-and-carry" basis. In 1941 the Lend-Lease Act allowed the president 
to sell, exchange, lease, or lend arms, supplies, and equipment to any nation whose 
defense was considered essential to our security. With large amoimts of armament being 



sent to the Allies, the United States became known as the "arsenal of democracy." This 
act would eventually provide the Allies with more than $50 billion in supplies. 

Photocopy and distribute the three pages of Document 3. Instruct the students to compare 
the comments made by both the president and the queen and, as homework, to write an 
essay supporting the following thesis statement: "The actions taken by the United States 
and the Netherlands in transferring a ship to Holland are an excellent example of the 
purposes set forth by FDR and Chmchill when lend-lease was introduced." 

Venn Diagram: Compare/Contrast 

5. Inform the students that in August 1941, Roosevelt and Chmchill met in Argentia Bay, 
Newfoundland, and drafted an agreement on war aims. This document became known as 
the Atlantic Charter. 

Photocopy and distribute Documents 4 and 5 (Atlantic Charter and Fourteen Points 
speech). Divide the class into cooperative groups and instruct them on creating and using 
a Venn diagram (similarities/differences). Using the two documents, direct the groups to 
create a Venn diagram that lists the provisions of the Fourteen Points that are similar to 
and different fi’om those of the Atlantic Charter. Lead a class discussion about the 
findings of the activity to determine how much influence the Fourteen Points might have 
had on the adoption of the Charter. 

Document-based Question 

6. Direct students to brainstorm a list of conclusions drawn from the Christmas messages 
of FDR and Churchill, the remarks by FDR and Queen Wilhelmina, and the Atlantic 
Charter that relate to the international background of World War n. Instruct each student 
to write a thesis statement based on the information presented in the list. Examples might 
include the following: 

a. The relationship that developed between FDR and Chmchill prior to U.S. involvement 
in World War II was crucial to the establishment of a unified effort to deal with the Axis 
powers. 

b. As a result of the Lend-Lease Act, the United States was actively engaged in World 
War II months before war was declared by Congress. 

Next, compile a list of the student-generated thesis statements. 

Direct students to use their knowledge of the period and the infomation contained in the 
documents to assess the validity of one of the thesis statements and to write a well- 
organized essay. Explain that their essays should include an introduction incorporating 
the thesis statement, several paragraphs explaining and supporting the thesis, and a 
conclusion. To support their positions, instruct students to draw evidence from the 
documents used in class, their knowledge of the topic, and the information gathered fi’om 
their cooperative groups. Ask them to include specific historical details and cite sentences 
and phrases taken from specific documents. 



The documents included in this project are from Record Group 44, Records of the Office 
of Government Reports [OGR]; and the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library. They 
are available online through the National Archives Information Locator (NAIL) 
<http://www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html> database, control numbers NLR-PFF-1820- 
1STCARBON-RS34, NLR-PFF-1820-1STCARBON-SI1 1, and NWDNS-44-PA-426. 
NAIL is a searchable database that contains information about a wide variety of NARA 
holdings across the country. You can use NAIL to search record descriptions by 
keywords or topics and retrieve digital copies of selected textual documents, 
photographs, maps, and sound recordings related to thousands of topics. 

The photograph above is of FDR and Churchill in Shangri-La diiring the 3rd Washington 
Conference. It is from the Roosevelt Library and its NAIL control number is NLR- 
PHOCO-47961535. 

This article was written by Tom Gray, a teacher at DeRuyter Central Middle School in 
DeRuyter, NY. 
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Written Document Analysis Worksheet 



Advertisement 
Congressional record 
Census report 
Other 



1. TYPE OF DOCUMENT (Check one): 

Newspaper Map 

Letter Telegram 

Patent Press release 

Memorandum Report 

2. UNIQUE PHYSICAL QUALITIES OF THE DOCUMENT (Check one or more): 
Interesting letterhead 

_ Handwritten “RECEIVED" stamp 

— ^ Other 

Seals 

3. DATE(S) OF DOCUMENT: 



Notations 



4. AUTHOR (OR CREATOR) OF THE DOCUMENT: 
POSITION (TITLE): 



5. FOR WHAT AUDIENCE WAS THE DOCUMENT WRITTEN? 



6. DOCUMENT INFORMATION (There are many possible ways to answer A-E.) 

A. List three things the author said that you think are important: 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 

B. Why do you think this document was written? 




C. What evidence in the document helps you know why it was written? Quote from the 
document. 



D. List two things the document tells you about life in the United States at the time it was 
written: 



E. Write a question to the author that is left unanswered by the document: 



Designed and developed by the 

Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC 20408. 
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the esap to ecncQ^ and in oociriflce for the ocOgo of little children ovory^ 
d^oro* 

And 00 I aa*oe!{too ^ eoi^ototo, (oitd) ^ old end need friend, 
to ooy Q vend to the pocplo of Asnrlc:i, old and pmans, tcnii<^ «* ninston 
Ohnrchill, Mne Hinietor of droot Sri tain* (a^loose) 



[ 

( 



Document 2: Franklin D. Roosevelt and Winston Churchill Christmas 
Eve greeting from the White House, December 24, 1941, page 5. 
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HSR OF mi 

mimms vj^iow^ 

^ mi xumimsQU mw 7 abo 
ca OGGAsion of w 

OF Am? 

PHTO^ TOB LSI^X^ASS A6f * 

Mms^ 6« 1942f a^Qt 1«25 P*15«9 n»a«7» 

Ppooidoat eirpO^ oo foiled s 

YOUR mJEOTirt 

F^ tho oqrllao^ doyo ot biator^Ti tlio pooplo of She Hotllor* 
laado «« 2T0^ pooplo •«> hava ^oa tTillias to fi^t for t^lr fraodco aad 
iadopcadonoo* ^07 Imyo uoa out ia tbo faoo of ^at o4do« 

Oaoo Z3oro oro flsttias for tint Indopoadoseo* (^00 soro 
tllOF PlXl \7lll oad COlJKtQlfi It* 

T7o« too» iB the ttelted Siatoo aro fii^tin^s for our froodon and 
It lo natural and rl^^t that ^0 I^ttorlonds and the O&ltod States bavo 
joined hondo in tho ooouxn otru^o* 

TUo pliant exploits of 3^ur oountr7:^n havo uon tlto odairction 
of oil tlio otiwr pooploo of tlio irorld first, in ?ho RotUorlando itself 
and later in tlio Ifotberlouido* Indioo ^ore, in tbo faoo of OTor^oloina 
(nimboro) odds , your cone and our oono tmt doun fioiitin<3 to tho bitter 
o&d on land end 6 oq end in tbo air* ^boir ao^r^ Inopiroe uo to rodoublo 
our offorto for tbo eauoo for iMob tboy tboir lives* 

^0 Retberlonda* £^vy Is today adding frosb laurolo to tboso 
already ton in battle frto tho Uorth Sen to tho Java Straits* Ai;:aricans 
oan no bettor eauoo than to aooiot your gallant Havy* 

Xt is, thoroforoi as a tohslblo e^roaoLon of our o^imtion for 
oil that tho nothorlandp' ^avy has dono, and is doing | that I have tho 



Document 3: Remarks of President Roosevelt and Her Majesty 
Wilhelmina, Queen of the Netherlands, broadcast nationally at the 
Washington Navy Yard on the occasion of the transfer of a ship under 
the Lend-Lease Act, August 6, 1942, page 1. 
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plcaiTim) of to yoU|^ u&Sos' t^o ppo^iolLoEO of tito £^oM» 

Icaoo Mtj tthio cMp» 

Eiiiit ^ ^ooricoB in i^aorlcos yar&o» dho tdH liofoaftos* 

fiy iiie t»Tave I^£qb of ^ho 

iUia oho viXX hcas^ tho none of obo tiho hao eom® to otoaS tB tho 
os^o of tho i?o£'lS Qo Q o^hol.^ Q pyoboX of Zlotho^losido* ocoro^ Qn& I^thos^ 
Hondo* dotostdnat&on* 

2off it ia ao tho mutm^rimp that oho 0 £]hafh t^oa 

hor sow 007007 * 

Aad CO £ Qoh Tour nojooty to roooit^ thin ohtr on a 03 ^ 0 ! of tho 
frlosdcMp and tho odairatlon of tho pooplo of tho tSnited Staton* 

2 ho rooponoo of Hor t^ajooty t?il.to 1 nlsa| ^eon of tho UothorlcmdOB 
mo 00 foUowot 
Iia* ^B3IIMgt 

Z on vary happy that tho tsanofor of this vooool imdor tho pro« 
Tloiono of tho losd-Zeaoo osroosiont tahoo plaoo darZno cy proooseo is 
naohlSGtos* tOilo onabloo m to th£i 2 £c you poroosolly for 2 Tour sfooicuo 
IsitlatlTo osd for your eontisnod poroonaL Intoroot* 

I 000 is thio oorcs! 08 y fnooh OTldosoo of tho osoollost spirit of 
friondohip f^ioh oror oinea tho daya of 3 ’oha raui ^onoa has oslotcd hot^ms 
our two savloa* 

^io adBirabHo vooQolt ropleto with the oost nodom toohsioal 
doTioooi is Q voZtcnblo addltios to our naval forooo* 

It will opomto in OIO 0 O (eollahorotion) flooj^ratloa with tho 
Ylhitod ^atoo I^vy a^alnot our om^os onciiloa* Sho offloora asd orow will 
do oil thoy can to Uvo up to ^ friasdly thou^t to which m oso this 
sow unit of our ISaTy* 



Document 3: Remarks of President Roosevelt and Her Majesty 
Wilhelmina, Queen of the Netherlands, broadcast nationally at the 
Washington Navy Yard on the occasion of the transfer of a ship under 
the Lend-Lease Act, August 6, 1942. page 2. 
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X sroo? %o siamdo 

youF 1070 of tlio 0 OQ GUS& of oonmaaMg pos^So voocol 

©Sid InopUso tfiiooo oa boards 

nitb thko uioh X &OC7 efic::il8&ioa tho QaeoB UilMlnloo* 
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Wilhelmina, Queen of the Netherlands, broadcast nationally at the 
Washington Navy Yard on the occasion of the transfer of a ship under 
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Document 4; The Atlantic Charter, August 14, 1941. 
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Document 5 



Fourteen Points Speech by Woodrow Wilson 

January 8, 1918 



Gentlemen of the Congress ... 

It will be our wish and purpose that the processes of peace, when they are begun, shall be 
absolutely open and that they shall involve and permit henceforth no secret 
understandings of any kind. The day of conquest and aggrandizement is gone by; so is 
also the day of secret covenants entered into in the interest of particular governments and 
likely at some unlooked-for moment to upset the peace of the world. It is this happy fact, 
now clear to the view of every public man whose thoughts do not still linger in an age 
that is dead and gone, which makes it possible for every nation whose purposes are 
consistent with justice and the peace of the world to avow now or at any other time the 
objects it has in view. 

We entered this war because violations of right had occurred which touched us to the 
quick and made the life of our own people impossible unless they were corrected and the 
world secured once for all against their recurrence. What we demand in this war, 
therefore, is nothing peculiar to ourselves. It is that the world be made fit and safe to live 
in; and particularly that it be made safe for every peace-loving nation which, like our 
own, wishes to live its own life, determine its own institutions, be assured of justice and 
fair dealing by the other peoples of the world as against force and selfish aggression. All 
the peoples of the world are in effect partners in this interest, and for our own part we see 
very clearly that unless justice be done to others it will not be done to us. The program of 
the world's peace, therefore, is our program; and that program, the only possible program, 
as we see it, is this: 

I. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at, after which there shall be no private 
international understandings of any kind but diplomacy shall proceed always frankly and 
in the public view. 

II. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial waters, alike in peace 
and in war, except as the seas may be closed in whole or in part by international action 
for the enforcement of international covenants. 

III. The removal, so far as possible, of all economic barriers and the establishment of an 
equality of trade conditions among all the nations consenting to the peace and associating 
themselves for its maintenance. 

rv. Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments will be reduced to the 
lowest point consistent with domestic safety. 



V. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims, based 
upon a strict observance of the principle that in determining all such questions of 
sovereignty the interests of the populations concerned must have equal weight with the 
equitable claims of the government whose title is to be determined. 

VI. The evacuation of all Russian territory and such a settlement of all questions affecting 
Russia as will secure the best and freest cooperation of the other nations of the world in 
obtaining for her an unhampered and unembarrassed opportunity for the independent 
determination of her own political development and national policy and assure her of a 
sincere welcome into the society of free nations under institutions of her own choosing; 
and, more than a welcome, assistance also of every kind that she may need and may 
herself desire. The treatment accorded Russia by her sister nations in the months to come 
will be the acid test of their good will, of their comprehension of her needs as 
distinguished from their own interests, and of their intelligent and unselfish sympathy. 

VII. Belgium, the whole world will agree, must be evacuated and restored, without any 
attempt to limit the sovereignty which she enjoys in common with all other free nations. 
No other single act will serve as this will serve to restore confidence among the nations in 
the laws which they have themselves set and determined for the government of their 
relations with one another. Without this healing act the whole structure and validity of 
international law is forever impaired. 

VIII. All French territory should be freed and the invaded portions restored, and the 
wrong done to France by Prussia in 1871 in the matter of Alsace-Lorraine, which has 
unsettled the peace of the world for nearly fifty years, should be righted, in order that 
peace may once more be made secure in the interest of all. 

IX. A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy should be effected along clearly recognizable 
lines of nationality. 

X. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among the nations we wish to see 
safeguarded and assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity of autonomous 
development. 

XI. Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacuated; occupied territories restored; 
Serbia accorded free and secure access to the sea; and the relations of the several Balkan 
states to one another determined by fiiendly counsel along historically established lines 
of allegiance and nationality; and international guarantees of the political and economic 
independence and territorial integrity of the several Balkan states should be entered into. 

XII. The Turkish portions of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a secure 
sovereignty, but the other nationalities which are now under Turkish rule should be 
assured an undoubted security of life and an absolutely unmolested opportunity of an 
autonomous development, and the Dardanelles should be permanently opened as a free 
passage to the ships and commerce of all nations under international guarantees. 



XIII. An independent Polish state should be erected which should include the territories 
inhabited by indisputably Polish populations, which should be assured a free and secure 
access to the sea, and whose political and economic independence and territorial integrity 
should be guaranteed by international covenant. 

XIV. A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for the 
purpose of affording mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial integrity 
to great and small states alike. 

In regard to these essential rectifications of wrong and assertions of right we feel 
ourselves to be intimate partners of all the governments and peoples associated together 
against the Imperialists. We cannot be separated in interest or divided in purpose. We 
stand together until the end. 

For such arrangements and covenants we are willing to fight and to continue to fight until 
they are achieved; but only because we wish the right to prevail and desire a just and 
stable peace such as can be secured only by removing the chief provocations to war, 
which this program does not remove. We have no jealousy of German greatness, and 
there is nothing in this program that impairs it. We grudge her no achievement or 
distinction of learning or of pacific enterprise such as have made her record very bright 
and very enviable. We do not wish to injure her or to block in any way her legitimate 
influence or power. We do not wish to fight her either with arms or with hostile 
arrangements of trade if she is willing to associate herself with us and the other peace- 
loving nations of the world in covenants of justice and law and fair dealing. We wish her 
only to accept a place of equality among the peoples of the world, — the new world in 
which we now live, — instead of a place of mastery. 

Neither do we presume to suggest to her any alteration or modification of her institutions. 
But it is necessary, we must frankly say, and necessary as a preliminary to any intelligent 
dealings with her on om part, that we should know whom her spokesmen speak for when 
they speak to us, whether for the Reichstag majority or for the military party and the men 
whose creed is imperial domination. 

We have spoken now, surely, in terms too concrete to admit of any fiirther doubt or 
question. An evident principle runs through the whole program I have outlined. It is the 
principle of justice to all peoples and nationalities, and their right to live on equal terms 
of liberty and safety with one another, whether they be strong or weak. Unless this 
principle be made its foundation no part of the structure of international justice can stand. 
The people of the United States could act upon no other principle; and to the vindication 
of this principle they are ready to devote their lives, their honor, and everything that they 
possess. The moral climax of this the culminating and final war for human liberty has 
come, and they are ready to put their own strength, their own highest purpose, their own 
integrity and devotion to the test. 
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